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Retreat

2008 EFC Winter Retreat

Each year, the southern California Evangelical Formosan Churches put on a retreat for their English ministries.
Come for food, fellowship, and fun! Our theme this year is:

"Living a PC (Practical Christian) Life."
Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. [John 13:17]

The 2008 EFC Winter Retreat will be held at : Pine Summit Christian Camps - 700 Wren Drive, Big Bear Lake, CA 92315

Friday, Dec 26 — Monday, Dec 29, 2008 (4 days, 3 nights)

Encourage of Pastor in Charge

2008 has been a turbulent and difficult year for many
people all around the globe. The main causes of concern
are the oil crisis which we have not encountered in the past
few decades, and the financial crisis that originated from
the United States but soon affected the whole world. In
the past several months, political leaders, Chiefs of Finance
sectors, and CEOs of private enterprises all have been
spending much time and resources attempting to resolve
the crises in this critical time. However, not only the
government officials or the CEOs have been worrying; the
general public is facing difficulties in their day-to-day lives
as well. There are threats of depreciation of asset values
and inflation, there are fears of an economic recession and
the increased prices of commaodities, and there are reports
of raising unemployment rates and other bad news
reports. Moreover, the incident of tainted milk formula
from China, the destructive typhoons hitting Taiwan, the
mud flows and landslides that caused tremendous
damages, the corruption scandal of the former Taiwanese
president, and the low performance of the new government
all resulted in heightened anxieties in people’ hearts. On
top of that, some trend analysts even forecasted that the
worldwide recession that we have seen so far will not be
getting any better in the near future. Since our EFC
churches are tightly connected to the local political affairs,
economics, and society, these grim news events have
inevitably had an impact on us.

Every storm, typhoon, or tornado, has a center area
called the “eye”. This area is completely different from the
chaos surrounding it. Once one enters the “eye of the
storm”, one would feel unexpectedly peaceful and safe

Entering the Eye of the Storm

- Rev. Allen Hu

despite the storm around it. King David who had
experienced much hardship in his life said, “The LORD sits
enthroned over the flood; the LORD is enthroned as King
forever. The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD
blesses his people with peace.”(Psalm 29:10-11).
American theologian Lewis Sperry Chafer once said that
Christians should live a more optimistic life than
non-Christians because we know that 1. God is omniscient;
2. God is omnipotent; and 3.God is merciful and He loves
us. Even in times like this, we should know that God is still
in control. He allows these things to happen for a purpose
and a plan. He wants us to learn the lesson of “trust” when
we are facing difficulties.

As this tumultuous year comes to an end in a few
weeks, | encourage you to spend more time praying for the
leaders around the world. Even more so now, since the
US presidential election will take place in November. Let
us learn to enter the “eye” of the political/financial storm
that is protected by the omniscient, omnipotent and
merciful God. Let us trust His guidance and focus on His
promises. Let us learn to quiet down our hearts in order to
listen to His voice; to genuinely repent for our sins; to seek
to understand God’s will with humble hearts; to practice
living a simple life; and to help those who are suffering. In
such atime like this, let us remember to strengthen, comfort,
and encourage one another; to stand firm and continue to
serve our families, workplaces and churches. Finally, let
us pray that God will grant us the wisdom and discernment
to weather this unprecedented storm and walk out united
together.



Inviting all Elders, Deacons, and Co-workers of 2008 and 2009

Co-Worker Retreat
Date: 2008/11/15 (Sat.) / Time: 9am~5pm / Location: EFCEV / Add: 20625 La Puente Rd., Walnut, CA 91789

Discussion Topic

1.Preparation of A Deacon

3.Church Council Election/Organization/Operation

2.Preparation of An Elder

4 .Relationship between the Church Council and Pastors/Ministers

EFCGA Ministry Summary 2008 2" ~ 3" Quarter

1. This year the EFCGA has a new team, taking up the responsibility of passing on
the vision and meeting challenges.

2. The new team is for reinforcing the function of the Regional Meeting, as well as
solidifying the relationship between the Regional Meeting and local churches, and
has thus introduced the following projects:

a.

The weekly electronic news bulletin — From each region 2~3 weekly news
articles will be chosen and posted to the GA website for all members to
view.

The monthly video tape - to benefit all churches in strengthening their
relations to the EFCGA and it's organizations

Quarterly telephone conference — To strengthen the contact between the
EFCGA, Regional Meeting, and local churches

3. The new EFCGA Secretary General, Pr. Peter Chen, in period between July and
August, visited most of the churches and Evangelism stations in Taiwan

4. Pr. Chen also visited churches in New Zealand and Australia in the period
between September and October, and spoke at the co-workers retreat for both
regions.

5. Administrative Officer, Minister En Jen Cheng, also visited several Southern
California churches, attending their Sunday services, as well as expressing
greetings from the GA

6.  This year, the GA will be holding the following important meetings.

a.
b.

5/1 - At EFC EV, there will be a National Day of Prayer

6/6 ~ 6/7 — The 2n Executive Board meeting and North American Ministry
Discussion Conference

9/20 - ABC 2008 Seminar

9/27 - EFCGA Senior Caring Conference

EFCGA Ministry Outlook 2008 4th Quarter

1. 11/7 ~ 11/8 — 3 Executive Board meeting (discussing the 2009 Budget)

2. 1115 -The GA will be holding a “Elders, Co-workers, and Leaders Training
Retreat” at EFC EV for newly elected Elders and Deacons.

3. 12/12 - The EFCGA along with EFC OC will be holding a Christmas music
concert in the Irvine area called “Endless Love”, for the purpose of raising funds
for Taiwan missions.

4. 12/26 ~ 12/29 - The EFC English Ministries will be holding Winter Retreat at Pine

Summit Christian Camps in Big Bear Lake.

For more information, please go to

www.efcchurches.org

2009 EFC Master Calendar

Objectives : Year of Serving
Theme : Bring Out The Gifts, Serve One Another.
(1 Peter 4 : 10)
Mon Date Event Categories {Location) Reference Date
Jan | 1/04 Inauguration of New 1/26 Chinese Lunar
Co-workers at all EFC New Year
Churches
Feb | 2/19-21 2009 North American Bridging 2/14 Valentine's Day
2/20-21 | Conference {EFCLA)
The 4 EFCGA Executive
Board Meeting of The 25t
Annual Meeting {GA Office )
Mar 3/08 Daylight Saving
Time begins
Apr | 4/17-18 | Women Retreat {EFCLA) 4/12 Easter
May | 5/07 National Prayer Meeting 5/10 Mother’s Day
5/09 LES Commencement {EFCLA) 5/25 Memorial Day
5/28 Dragon Boat
Festival
Jun | 6/05-07 The 5 EFCGA Executive 6/21 Father's Day
Board Meeting of The 25t
Annual Meeting {GA Office))
Jul Month of Taiwan Short Term 7/04 Independent Day
Mission
Aug
Sep | 9/19 ABC 2009 {EFCLAY 9/01 Labor Day
Oct | 10/03 Senior’s Fellowship {EFCLAY 10/03 Mid-Autumn
Festival
Nov | 11/06-07 | The 6t EFCGA Executive 11/02 Daylight Saving
Board Meeting of The 25t Time ends
Annual Meeting {GA Office) 11/26 Thanksgiving
Dec | 12/25-28 | EFC Winter Retreat 12/25 Christmas
2009 GA Themes for the year
Year of Serving
Bring Out The Gifts, Serve One Another. (I Peter 4~10)
gce?g:gr:ece Theme of the quarter Main Objectives Comments
1-3 + Know ourselves + Individual : Equipping « Year of
Programs the
4-6 - Discipline ourselves « Family : Serving as a Christian
family Soldier
7-9 + Equip ourselves « Church : Church-wide - Disciple
teachers’ training program ship
10-12 + Consecrate « Outreach : Volunteer + Manual
ourselves missionaries
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